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A Study of Language Ecology and Language Policy in Malaysia
under the Background of the Belt and Road Initiative

YU Jie, CHEN Mei-hua
(Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of language ecology and language policy, this paper analyzes the
language ecology of Malaysia, and discusses the language policy of Malaysia from the facets of
status planning, corpus planning and acquisition planning. It is found that Malaysia boasts the
diversified development of language resources. With distinctive time features in its language
policy, Malaysia respects the status of Malay as the national language and gradually attaches
importance to English and Chinese concerning economic factors. In order to promote Sino-Mal-
aysian cooperation under the background of the Belt and Road Initiative, the foreign language
planning catering to different fields should be vigorously promoted and the service ability of the
language industry should be further improved. Also, it is important to grasp the new opportu-
nities of international spread of Chinese language along the Belt and Road, to support Chinese
language teaching in Malaysia, so as to boost the language connectivity and people connectivity
of Sino-Malaysian cooperation.
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