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Research on Yan’an Spirit in the Practice of
Running Schools by People’s Educator Zhu Gang

GU Jin-liang, GE Jun, GU Xiao-hu
(Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 211169, China)

Abstract; Zhu Gang. people’s educator, has devoted himself to running schools in all his life
and made outstanding contributions. He is known as “Contemporary Tao Xingzhi”. Zhu Gang
was enlightened by Tao Xingzhi’s educational thoughts in his teens, and awakened in the De-
cember 9th Movement in his youth. After the outbreak of the War of Resistance against Japa-
nese Aggression, he took his wife and son to Yan’an. Zhu Gang was a student of the fourth pe-
riod of the Chinese People’s Counter-Japanese University of Military and Political Studies in
Yan’an. After graduating from the university, he was inspired by Mao Zedong’s thought that
“education is no other than revolutionary work and a very glorious task”, which embarked him
on a broad road to carry forward the spirits of Yan’an and the Counter-Japanese University, to
apply Tao Xingzhi’s educational thoughts to transforming the old education and creating a new
one. Zhu Gang dedicated his life to education for 70 years. During the War of Resistance
against Japanese Aggression and the War of Liberation, he served as the head of at least six
schools or educational administration departments. After the liberation of Nanjing, he presided
over or founded six schools in Nanjing, especially in the early stage of reform and opening up,
founding of New China’s first vocational university—Jinling Vocational University is well
known in the world. Zhu Gang’s educational thoughts and Yan’an spirit in the practice of run-
ning schools still have important enlightenment and reference significance for Jinling Institute
of Technology, which was developed on the basis of Jinling Vocational University, to build a
high-level emerging application-oriented university in China,

Key words: Zhu Gang; Contemporary Tao Xingzhi; Yan’an spirit; Jinling Vocational Universi-

ty; Jinling Institute of Technology



