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Funeral Simplification.: the Exhortation of the Annals of Lv Buwei

CHEN Jun, LI Wan-bao
(Zhujiang College of South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510900, China)

Abstract: Different points of view exist until today about whether funeral should be simple or

elaborate. In the name of filial piety, the Confucianist practiced elaborate funeral firstly, but it

led to exhaust the people and drain the treasury. In addition, it had led to frequent grave rob-

bing and killing people. Therefore, Mohists advocated the funeral to be simple: one was to

shorten the period of mourning; the other was to bury less property. However, the proposal of

Mohist didn’t prevail. Later, Lv Buwei upheld again simple funeral and pointed out the harm of

complicated funeral which prevented the deceased from going in peace. On the one hand, the

life of the offspring could not live forever, and the possessions not exist long; on the other

hand, the treasures in tombs allured grave robbers in to rob, whereas Lv Buwei didn’t change

the ideas, and the social customs remains the same.

Key words: the Annals of Lv Buwei; the culture of the funeral; be concerned about face-sav-

ing; wealth, status and luxury



