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A Survey of Studies of Second Language Pragmatic Competence in China

ZHANG Feng-hua'*
(1. Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 211169, China; 2. Assumption University, Bangkok 10240, Thailand)

Abstract: Based on the research literature of second language pragmatic competence published
in 13 core journals of foreign languages in China from the year of 1998 to 2020, this paper
makes a comprehensive survey on the domestic research condition of 1.2 pragmatic competence
from the following five aspects: overall publications, research topics, research methods, re-
search objects and research instruments by means of descriptive statistics and text analysis. It
is found that after more than 30 years’ development, considerable achievements have been made
in the study of L2 pragmatic competence in China. However, there are still some problems,
such as deficiency of research topics and contents, inadequacy of empirical research, lack of di-
versity in research participants, and shortage of natural occurring data. In the future, the stud-
y of L2 pragmatic competence could be comprehensively and systematically conducted on second
language learners. Besides traditional topics, it should also pay attention to hot topics, expand
institutional discourse research beyond daily corpus, focus on the multi-dimensional and inter-
disciplinary research perspectives of language pragmatic competence, add other groups of par-
ticipants other than college students, and increase spontaneous corpus so as to construct the
pragmatic research system for second language learners in China.
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