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Investigation on the Hand Shapes of Shanghai Sign Language

Y1 Yu-min
(Jinling Institute of Technology,Nanjing 210038, China)

Abstract: Hand shape can distinguish the meaning of hand gestures, which is an important

component of a sign. Through the investigation and analysis, it is concluded that there are 69

hand shapes in Shanghai Sign Language(SSL). Analyzing the characteristics of hand shapes in

SSL, the distinguishing characteristics of hand shapes can be comprehensively described in ac-

cordance with the number of fingers, the relationship between the fingers, and the shape of the

fingers. In addition, the research also counts the frequency of hand shapes and determines 4 un-

marked hand shapes in SSL.

Key words: Shanghai Sign Language (SSL.); hand shape; distinguishing characteristics; markedness



