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Xunzi’s Education Thought of “the Way to Be a Man”
and Its Practical Significance

CHEN Guang-lian, PAN Ci-xuan
(Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 211169, China)

Abstract: Xunzi has always placed his educational thoughts in the fierce contradiction between

the desire impulse of individuals and adult holiness, and this conflict determines that the nature

of education is to make people liberated from the original natural and simplicity impulse so as to

obtain the universal spirit consistent with the external etiquette and righteousness norms. In

this way, the individual can obtain a kind of spiritual cultivation, so that the subjective moral

subjectivity can obtain a universal nature. The essence or fundamental task of education is not

to cultivate human personality, but to obtain a kind of upbringing consistent with human

nature through the tortuous changing humanity by man-made process of learning to be a

human, moralizing to be a human and teaching to be a human. Xunzi’s education thought of

“the way to be a man” is of great reference value for people today to understand the nature of

education.

Key words: Xunzi; education; “the way to be a man”; rites and music



