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Research on the Ecotourism Impact: Progress and Policy Enlightenments

CHEN Ling-ling
(Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 211169, China)

Abstract: Improving local livelihoods through ecotourism is widely regarded as an important

policy tool for biodiversity conservation, and the impact of ecotourism in various countries has

been controversial. Using the literature analysis method to study the literature in English on

the economic, socio-cultural and environmental impact of ecotourism in international journals

from 2006 to 2016, the result showed that ecotourism can promote community people to

achieve social empowerment and political empowerment through economic empowerment so as

to further realize resource protection; while unfair income distribution, forced immigration,

crowded destinations and crimes, and threats to wildlife habitat have become major problems

for ecotourism destinations. The current development of ecotourism presents complex impacts

and results. All policy drawbacks that may cause conflicts between local livelihood activities

and natural resource protection should be paid attention to, and then policies should be formu-

lated and optimized.

Key words: ecotourism; economic impact; socio-cultural impact; environmental impact; sus-

tainable management



