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(1)a. He won’t do no harm.

b. I couldn’t say nothing about them.

c. I've never been to market to buy no heifers.
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(2)a. There’s footprints in the snow.

b. There’s three books on the table.

c. There’s lots of cars on the street.
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(3)a. This is the man what painted my house.
b. It was Aggie what done the trouble.
c. The chap what’s house got burnt down.
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(4)a. So then, she was like, “Oh, it’s okay. Just
remember to count to five and everything’s okay. ”
And 1 was like, “Oh, that’'s—that’s okay. ”
b. I'm like “Joe, how’s the truck?” And he’s
like “Oh, Clarky, man....”
c. She’s like “Right, you know, we're taking
you out. ”
d. T was like “Ah I don’t want to go out.
Please no.”
e. And they're like “Come on, go and get
dressed. ”
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Integration of the Studies on Grammaticalization and Syntactic Variation

FANG Xiao-bing'"*
(1. Nanjing Xiaozhuang University, Nanjing 211171, China;
2. CCLASS, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Grammaticalization is concerned with the diachronic linguistic change from autono-

mous components to grammatical components, while syntactic variation studies the social dis-

tribution of the same grammatical form at the synchronic level. In fact, the diachronic change

of language is produced and embodied in synchronic variation. Current researches on grammati-

calization and syntactic variation should be integrated, thus examining grammaticalization from

the perspective of sociolinguistics, and fully considering the social factors of language evolu-

tion, which can not only promote the development of sociolinguistics, but also make the re-

search on grammaticalization more comprehensive, and meanwhile help researchers better in-

tegrate diachronic research with synchronic research.

Key words: grammaticalization; syntactic variation; language evolution; integration



