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Comparison on the Way of Showing Gratitude Between Chinese and Japanese

ZHANG Xian-yi
(Nanjing Tech University, Nanjing 210000, China)

Abstract: Japanese language use stereotype performance no matter the closeness of relation-
ships or leader-member relationship, while in Chinese on intimate relation occasions people use
the non-stereotypical performance. According to the expressions of apology used on Chinese
and Japanese gratitude occasions, the gratitude expression is divided into gratitude perform-
ance, apology performance, mixed performance and other performance. On the gratitude occa-
sions using expressions of apology performance is a feature of Japanese, while Chinese do not
singly use apology performance on the occasion. Whatever Chinese or Japanese, both is to pre-
serve the other person’s “face”.
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