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A Review on the Theory of Directed Motivational Currents

DUAN Yi-lei
(Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 211169, China)

Abstract; A Directed Motivational Current(DMC) is a unique period of heightened motivation
which emerges from the alignment of a number of learner, contextual and temporal factors in
pursuit of a specific learning goal/vision set by the L2 learner. The concept is multi-dimension-
al as it covers the cognitive, psychological, emotional and behavioral aspects. The theory of
DMCs has promoted the integration and development of the mainstream motivational psychol-
ogy theories in L2 motivation research, and it helps maintain the researchability of L2 motiva-
tion from the perspective of the Dynamic Systems Theory. Large quantities of empirical studies
are needed to validate and improve the theory so that the mechanism of how DMCs are trig-
gered and the relationship between DMCs and L2 self-guides will become clearer.
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