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The Diachronic Construction of Chinese National Image Based on

the Analysis and Enlightenment of Official Sports Discourse for a Hundred Years

WU Wen-ting'?, ZOU De-xin*"
(1. Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China; 2. Nanjing Sport Institute, Nanjing 210014, China)

Abstract: Official sports discourse is an important carrier to show the soft power of a country

and to construct the national image. Taking the texts of sports policy documents, sports laws

and regulations, leader’s speeches and others in the past hundred years since the founding of

the Communist Party of China as the corpus, under the framework of critical discourse analysis

theory, using the research method of corpus linguistics, this paper describes and interprets the

century-old official sports discourse from three dimensions of texts, discourse practice and so-

cial practice to reveal its diachronically constructed national image. The study has found that

the use of keywords, metaphors, characteristic words, topic setting and intertextuality in the

century-old official sports discourse has successfully constructed a national image of China with

adhering to the Party’s leadership, putting the people centered, seeking truth from facts and

reform and innovation, promoting the construction of a strong country in sports, education,

science and technology, and culture. The need for the struggle of the Chinese nation in differ-

ent historical periods and the need for the development of socialism with Chinese characteristics

are the main social context motives for these images to successfully “self-shape”.

Based on

this, official sports discourse optimization strategy with enriching the language tools of official

sports discourse, reconstructing the expression content of official sports discourse and innova-

ting the way of dissemination of official sports discourse is proposed so as to enhance the na-

tional image of China in the new era.

Key words: Chinese national image; official sports discourse; texts; discourse practice; social

practice; the way of dissemination



