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Research on the “Ban Officials” in the Period of Warring States and Qin
and Han Dynasties Seen from Archaeological Discovery

DU Xiao-yu
(Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 210038, China)

Abstract: A type of official name in the period of Warring States and Qin and Han Dynasties is
commonly seen in the relics unearthed in archaeological discovery, and its naming form is usu-
ally “official name + Left/Middle/Right Ban”; and such “Ban Officials” are not recorded in
handed down documents. On the basis of previous studies, the paper carries out a comprehen-
sive investigation and interpretation on this kind of officials. It is considered that the Left,
Middle and Right in the naming of “Ban Officials” indicates that the ranks or shifts be divided
into left, middle and right, and the Chinese character “Ban” is interpreted as “classification” to
indicate the ranks or shifts. “Left Ban” “Middle Ban” and “Right Ban” are the appellations that
are being arranged for different ranks or shifts in the same official position, and the responsibil-
ities of the appellations are within the scope of their respective official positions.

Key words: Warring States and Qin and Han Dynasties; Ban Officials; Left Ban; Middle Ban;
Right Ban
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