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The Rectification of the Saying of “Twenty-nine Kings” in the Former Fathers

and the Former Kings in the Oracle Bones of Yin Ruins by Wang Guowei

DU Xiao-yu
(Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 210038, China)

Abstract: According to the records of the Chinese classics of the Records of the Grand Histori-

an of China , in the chapters of the Annals of Yin Dynasty and the Tables of Three Dynasties ,

there were thirty kings in Shang dynasty. But Wang Guowei’s article, the Former Fathers and

the Former Kings in the Oracle Bones of Yin Ruins, referred to the number of kings in Shang

dynasty for three times, always saying there were “Twenty-nine kings” every time. Aiming at

this problem, this article did some necessary textual research and found that Wang Guowei’s

viewpoint on the number of kings in Shang dynasty was as same as the records of the Chinese

classics, which was “thirty kings”. The “twenty-nine kings” seen in the works of Wang Guo-

wei was an error, and need to be corrected.

Key words: Wang Guowei; the Former Fathers and the Former Kings in the Oracle Bones of

Yin Ruins; the number of kings in Shang dynasty



