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From the “Others” in Growth to the Realization of “Self” .
on the Ethical Narration in Everything I Never Told You

CHI Qiu-ya
(Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 211169, China)

Abstract: In this paper, the author uses the combination method of narratology and ethics to
study the famous new-generationwriter Celeste Ng’s famous and representative works Every-
thing I Never Told You, analyzing the relationships among the family members reflected by
the ethical line of works, and exploring the ethical dilemmas of contemporary Chinese descent
and the journey of pursuing self-identity, and based on these to examine the ethical orientation
of modern Chinese American writers. The research finds that in Everything I Never Told You
the unique narrative design contains complex ethical meanings, and itbreaks through to use the
non-linear narrative methodsthrough the tragic suspense opening leading to the story of three
generations of people to seek identity and thirst for wanting approval. Celeste Ng uses the no-
vel to record the difficulties of Chinese families into American society, the communication bar-
riers between parents and children, the painful growth of individuals who lost themselves in the
expectation of “others”, and the journey of finally pursuing the identity so to realize the trans-
formation from “others” to “self”.

Key words: others; self; ethics; Everything I Never Told You



