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The Symbolic Significance of Li Bai’s Tianmen Mountain Literature

CHENG Hong-liang
(Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 210038, China)

Abstract: Li Bai is a pioneer of Tianmen Mountain literature, whose works Watching Mount

Tianmen » Mount Tianmen in Gushu Ten Poems, Mount Tianmen Inscription, and other works

related to Mount Tianmen and rivers, together build a wonderful realm of Li Bai's Tianmen

Mountain literature. The symbolic meanings of the poems of Watching Mount Tianmen ,

Mount Tianmen in Gushu Ten Poems are shown in many aspects, such as the deification inten-

tion of the “Mount Heaven’s Gate” symbol; the landscape media as the main symbol for the

composition of the poetic scene; the common natural and personnel symbols having personal-

ized significance. Li Bai's Mount Tianmen Inscription has rich symbolic meanings, such as geo-

graphical location and political concerns, the interdependent relationship between Mount Tian-

men and Mount Niuzhu, the exquisite and romantic artistic conception and methods, and so

on. The conception, form and rich writing skills of Li Bai's works provide material, paradigm

and experience for literati in the past to chant Mount Tianmen.

Key words: Li Bai; Mount Tianmen; symbol; meaning; paradigm; communication



