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An Analysis of Xunzi’s Fairness Thought

CHEN Guang-lian, YIN Jian
(Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 211169, China)

Abstract: Fairness is the core concept of Xunzi’s political ethics thoughts, which is proposed in
order to maintain the ethical order of the society, to make the whole social value system run in
an orderly manner, and to prevent the occurrence of disorder and overstepping. According to

“ Zheng”

well as the meaning of constraint and norm. Xunzi adheres to the thinking mode of “illuminat-

Xunzi, refers to the meaning of integrity, Zhongzheng and righteousness in values, as

ing human affairs with nature law”. Through the rule of rites and music, the principle and jus-
tice of naturalness is restored down to the people, reconcile the contradiction of “plenty of de-
sires with less material supplies”, so that the fair world can be realized. Xunzi’s rites also faced
up to the difference of social structure from “distribution”, and advocated maintaining a differ-
ent but fair way of distribution.
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