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Proofreading the Book of Mencius by Using Chu Bamboo Slips

LI Gang
(Liaoning University, Shenyang 110036, China)

Abstract: In the book of Mencius, there is a sentence Chinese read as “She jie qu zhu qi gong
zhong er yong zhi”, in which the character “She(4;)” has been differently explained by many
scholars such as Zhao Qi in ancient Han dynasty and Zhang Tai-yan in modern time. Recent
years, there were other scholars, who have tried to settle down the connotation of this Chinese
character with the help of unearthed literature. All attempts, however, failed to offer a definite
meaning to “She(4¥)”. The? main? reason? is? that people did not consider it in an integrat-
ed way. “She(47)” in the Chinese sentence of “Bu shi shi fa er hao zi yong, pi zhi shi you yi
mang bian se, yi long bian sheng ye, she luan wang wu wei ye” from the book of Xuncius, is
interpreted by Wang Nian-sun as “all”, which is used as a range adverb. Based on this clue and
combining the usage of “Yu(4%)” in the book of Guang Yun and “She(4:)”in Chu bamboo
slips, we can prove that “She(4¥)”can be used as an adverb indicating range or scope. Accord-
ingly, “She(45)” in the book of Mencius means “all”.
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