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Analysis on the Aesthetic Characteristics Changes of Drama Comments on

“Four Dreams of Linchuan” in Ming and Qing Dynasties

YANG Yuan-yuan
(Southwest University, Chongging 400715, China)

Abstract; From late Ming to Qing dynasty, the comments on the “Four Dreams in Linchuan”
were very rich, involving various aspects. From the changes of the drama comments on “Four
Dreams in Linchuan” in the Ming and Qing dynasties, we can see the changes of the drama aes-
thetic characteristics in the two different dynasty. In the late Ming dynasty the comments of li-
terati on “Four Dreams in Linchuan” mainly focused on the rhetoric, rhythm and content, and
affirming its characteristics of elegance, which is the aesthetic appreciation of literati. In Qing
dynasty the comments of literati on “Four Dreams in Linchuan” involved the aspects of spoken
parts, stage-setting, structure and actors, which highlight the characteristics of performance
and popularity of “Four Dreams in Linchuan”, overturn the drama aesthetic tendency of the li-
terati of Ming dynasty, and return to the essence of drama as a comprehensive art. From the
late Ming to Qing dynasty, drama performance gradually flourished, drama acting became
standardized, and drama theory turned from focusing on spoken to acting.
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