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The Fate of Escapers: Willa Cather and Escapism

ZHU Ying
(Jiangsu University of Science and Technology, Zhenjiang 212000, China)

Abstract: Willa Cather is one of the most important American writers in the early twentieth
century, meanwhile, she is also regarded as an escapist writer. This essay examines the status
of escapism in American social life and literary works, and argues that both Cather herself and
her literary works are influenced by escapism, but she is not really an escapist writer. By com-
parison, it can be found that Cather’s escape has distinct characteristics, which is her unique
view perspective to observe the reality. Moreover, whether for herself or her characters, the
final result of escape tends to choose return.
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